Corticobulbar projections to upper and lower facial motoneurons. A study by magnetic transcranial stimulation in man.
To investigate the human corticofacial projections, we recorded the compound motor potentials and single motor unit potentials evoked by magnetic transcranial stimulation, in the frontalis and lower facial muscles of healthy subjects. Potentials secondary to activation of the corticobulbar tract were contralateral in lower and bilateral in upper facial muscles. Even though the latency of responses was longer than would be expected for direct cortico-motoneuronal connections, these cannot be excluded either for lower or upper facial motoneurons.